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© Talk for Writing 

Read this paragraph, which has been taken from Chapter 1 of Anthony 
‘Horowitz book Never Say Die’. (Thanks to Anthony for letting me use this): 
 

In fact, the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre (JTAC) had met in their 

offices close to the Houses of Parliament just a few days before and had 

agreed that the threat level at the Suffolk Air Show would remain at 

MODERATE. They weren’t expecting any trouble.  

And so nobody paid very much attention to the woman who arrived just 

after three o’clock. She had driven into the car park in a Ford Transit van 

which, according to the Automatic Number Plate Recognition system, 

belonged to the St John Ambulance service. This is the country’s leading 

first-aid charity and, indeed, the woman was dressed in the green and black 

uniform of a local volunteer. She was carrying a nylon bag marked with a 

white cross which, if opened, would reveal medicine and bandages.  

 

She was short and round-shouldered with dark red hair that had been cut 

so badly that it stuck out straight on one side of her head and curled in on 

the other. There was something quite aggressive about the way she walked, 

like a boxer about to enter the ring. She was overweight, breathing heavily, 

with beads of sweat on her upper lip. She had a lot of make-up on but it did 

nothing to make her more attractive, sitting uselessly on her leathery skin. 

As she walked, she put on a pair of cheap sunglasses. They concealed the 

smouldering violence in her eyes.  

From reading this, what do you know about the lady in the story? 
 

• Is she a goodie or a baddie in the story? How do you know? 

• Where is she? Is this important to her character do you think? 

• What does she look like? 

• Why do you think she doesn't have a name? If she did have a name, 
what do you think it could be? 

• Do you think other people will like her? Why do you think that? 

• What do you think (predict) will happen? 
 

Choose your favourite word or line from the passage above and record it 
below – maybe you could use it, or something similar in your own story: 
 

 

 
 

 


