
MATHS NOTES FOR PARENTS 29th June Week 5 

Hello Everyone,  
This week we are continuing with measurement but looking at capacity. I hope you 

enjoy the activities. 

   Mrs Eyre 

Measurement – Capacity 

Vocabulary 

capacity, holds, container, big, small, tiny, pour, enough, more, most, less, least, few, fewer, fewest, too 

much, not enough, same, about the same, full, nearly full, half full, empty, nearly empty, length, width, 

height, wide, narrow, deep, shallow 

Guidance – Children will already have some experience of full and empty. Encourage them to extend 

their understanding to show half full, nearly full and nearly empty. Provide opportunities to explore 

capacity using different materials such as water, sand, rice cereal and a variety of loose parts. They will 

also need a variety of different sized and shaped containers to investigate. Prompt them 

to use the language of tall, thin, narrow, wide and shallow. 

Encourage the children to make direct comparisons by pouring from one container into 

another. They can also use small pots or ladles to make indirect comparisons by 

counting how many pots it takes to fill each container.  

Why not make it bath time fun? 

Overcoming Barriers 

Children may sometimes confuse the capacity of an object with its height. They may assume that a taller 

container will have a greater capacity. Demonstrate that a taller container does not necessarily hold more than a 

shorter one, and that all the dimensions need to be considered when estimating capacity. Give the children 

practical experience of this, allowing them to compare capacities of differently proportioned containers. 

• Children may think that a smaller container contains more of something, such as water, because it is fuller. 

Children will believe that the container with the higher water level has more, even if they pour all the water 

from one into another. Children are unlikely to be able to conserve capacity at this age, but continuing 

practical experience will help develop this. 

 

Watch – either  

Monster Capacity Powerpoint   or   Wizzard Capacity Powerpoint 

 

Prompts for Learning 

Provide your child with a container. Ask them to make their container full, make it empty, nearly full, 

nearly empty, about half full. Can they find a container which holds more than their container? Can 

they find one which holds less? 

 

Provide a selection of containers and ask the children to investigate which holds the most. They may 

do this by pouring directly from one container to another. They could also use a small cup to fill each 

container, counting how many small cup-fulls the containers hold. Encourage them to record their 

results using their own methods of recording.  

They could then order the containers from holding least to most. 

 

Investigation – Have six containers of various sizes. Fill one to about half full and discuss 

the level of the water. Put an elastic band around where the level of the water is.  Now 

fill it with more water and discuss what has happened to the water level – adjust the 

elastic band. Now pick another container. Ask: How is this different to the first one? 

Pour the water from the first container into the new container and mark the water level with an elastic 

band. Compare the water levels. Ask: Is it higher or lower than the level of water in the first container? 

Discuss that although the water level is higher/lower than in the first container, it is the same amount 

of water. This is because the container is a different size. It is narrower/ wider etc. 

 



 

OUTDOORS 

Sand 

Have a bowl or cup and a selection of different sized spoons and ladles. Ask your child to investigate 

how many small spoons it takes to fill their container. How many large spoons? How many ladles? 

Which sized spoon was the best? Why?  
 

Mud Kitchen 

Imaginative play in the mud kitchen. 

 

Matchbox hunt 

Using a small matchbox hunt for things to put inside. Points could be awarded for specific criteria 

such as the most items, the prettiest leaf, the smallest pebble, the largest item, the softest item, 

something yellow etc. 

 

Story – Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocnRQi89nK8 

Listen to the story. Discuss and talk about the basket of fruit, which is full at the start of the story, then 

empty, then full again by the end. Talk about the basket having less fruit as the animals ate the fruits 

one by one, then more as all the tangerines filled Handa’s basket.  

Extra activity –  

Handa’s Surprise Addition and Subtraction Sheets 

 

 

Stories to support 

Goldilocks and the Tree Bears 

There’s a Hole in my Bucket! 
 

Sheets to support learning  
1 MATHS – Full and Empty 

2 MATHS – Capacity Colouring 

3 MATHS – How much does it hold? 

4 MATHS – Capacity sorting 

5 MATHS – Handa’s Surprise Addition and Subtraction 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocnRQi89nK8

