
MATHS NOTES FOR PARENTS 22nd June Week 4 

Hello Everyone,  
This week we are looking at weighing things.   Good luck. 

   Mrs Eyre 

 

Measurement – Weight 

Vocabulary 

weigh, weighs, weight, heavy, light, heavier, lighter, heaviest, lightest, balance, scales 

Guidance – Children may already have some experience of weight through carrying heavy and light 

items. Encourage them to make direct comparisons using their hands to estimate which item feels the 

heaviest and then use balance scales if you have them (or any scales) to check. Prompt them to use 

the language of heavy, heavier, heaviest, light, lighter, lightest to compare items starting with items 

which have an obvious difference in weight.  

Avoid the common misconception that bigger items are always heavier by providing some small, 

heavier items and some large, lighter ones. Demonstrate that a larger object is not necessarily heavier 

than one that is smaller, and that size is not a true reflection of weight. Give the children concrete 

examples of this, allowing them to hold the objects so that they can experience for themselves the 

differences in weight. For example, provide a large, empty cardboard box and a small metal weight. 

Make sure that the smaller item is obviously the heavier when the two are compared. Ask the children 

to predict which will be heavier and then ask them to hold the objects to compare their weights. For 

smaller items they can also use the balance scales to make indirect comparisons by measuring how 

many cubes or beads balance each item. 

 

Next steps - At this stage, the children will measure by comparing two or three objects visually, 

intuitively or by using uniform nonstandard units of measurement. Only if appropriate, introduce 

standard measures in a practical context only, for example, by showing them gram and kilogram 

scales on weighing scales. 

 

 

Maths Mastery Home Learning Challenge (sheet 4) - Ask the children to be human balance scales – 

place an item on each hand and ask them to tip to show which item is heavier and which is lighter.  

They could also hold buckets or bags in each hand and place items inside to feel which has the 

stronger downward pull. 

 

Challenge - Can you make a balance scale? 

 

How to Make a Balance Scale for Kids 

 Use a hole punch to make holes in 2 small paper cups. Punch 2 holes in each cup. 

 Tie the ends of the twine through the holes in the cups. Use 1 piece of twine per cup. 

 Find a notched clothes hanger. A plastic, metal, or wooden hanger will work, ... 

 Hang your balance scale on a door knob. Door knobs are great ... 

How to Make a Balance Scale for Kids: 9 Steps (with Pictures) 

www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Balance-Scale-for-Kids 
 

Apple Challenge – Give the children an item, for example, an apple. Challenge them to find things 

which feel heavier and lighter than the apple and sort them into sets. Use the balance scales to check 

their estimation. Are all the heavier things larger than the apple? Can they find anything which is 

larger than the apple but lighter? 

 

 

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Balance-Scale-for-Kids


Balance an Item (sheet 3 ) - Ask the children to use cubes or similar objects to balance an item by 

placing the item on one side and adding cubes until the scales balance. The children may then want to 

count how many cubes balanced the item in question. If there are a lot of cubes, these can be 

arranged onto 10 frames to help the children count them. 

 

Dough – Make different size balls of dough and compare them using the balance scales.  

Investigate an assortment of loose parts making sure mathematical vocabulary of heavier than and 

lighter than is used as they explore. 

 

Role play – Post office – Provide a selection of wrapped parcels of various shapes and sizes. As the 

children to compare parcels to see which are heavier and lighter than others. Can they find the 

heaviest parcel? The lightest? Are larger parcels always heavier? 

 

Outside – Provide buckets with strong elastic bands attached to the handle. Ask the children to hold 

the elastic band and watch how far it stretches when they add an item to their bucket. What do they 

notice when they add a heavy item? A light item? 

 

COOKING 

 

Stories to support 

Who Sank the Boat – Pamela Allen 

How Much Does a Ladybird Weigh? – Alison Limentani 

Balancing Act – Ellen Stoll Walsh 
 

Sheets to support learning  
1 MATHS – Heavy and light 

2 MATHS – Heavier and lighter 

3 MATHS – How many cubes? Or make your own sheet depending on what you have at home. 

4 MATHS – Maths Mastery Home Learning challenge 

5 MATHS – Superhero weighing activity 

 

 

 

 

 
 


