
MATHS NOTES FOR PARENTS 15th June Week 3 

Hello Everyone, 

How did you get on with odds and evens?  This week and for the next couple of weeks we are going 

to be doing something completely different, measuring. Measuring in all sorts of ways. There are 

sheets to support the learning but there is no expectation that these are completed.  Have lots of fun 

measuring things.     Mrs Eyre 

Measurement – Length, height & distance 

Vocabulary 

big, little, small, large, tiny, length, width, height, long, short, tall, high, thick, thin, wide, narrow, longer, 

shorter, taller, higher, same, more, less, distance 

Guidance –  

The children need to have some experience and understanding of size through everyday contexts, and 

be able to use some associated vocabulary. They may not always use the vocabulary accurately, but 

may understand the contexts in which it is used appropriately. Children begin by using language to 

describe length and height, e.g. the tree is tall, the pencil is short. When making direct comparisons, 

they may initially say something is big or bigger than something else. Encourage them to use more 

specific mathematical vocabulary relating to length (longer, shorter), height (taller, shorter), and 

breadth (wider, narrower). 

They move onto make indirect comparisons using identical objects such as blocks or cubes to 

measure each item e.g. The sand tray is 5 bricks long. The table is 4 bricks long. The sand tray is longer 

than the table. They may also compare distances to see which is further or nearer.  

 

Overcoming Barriers 

• Children may make errors in judging size because they are using the wrong standard to make a 

comparison, for example, they may say ‘it is heavy because it is big’ or ‘she is older because she is 

bigger’. Give children plenty of practical experience to work with different objects. 

• Children may have difficulty in distinguishing between the terms ‘longer’ or ‘taller’ and ‘bigger’. To 

support children, emphasize the dimension that is the particular focus. For example, explain that 

‘bigger’ and ‘smaller’ measure the overall size of an object, while ‘taller’ is concerned with how 

high an object is. Provide plenty of visual representations to illustrate each concept. 

 

Measuring the length of things – Provide lots of opportunities for the children to measure things 

using a length of ribbon or bricks. Can they make an estimate first – Is it longer or shorter? 

 

Comparing – Opportunities for comparing length or height will arise naturally through the children’s 

talk and play.  

Ask them to compare heights with siblings and family. Who is taller than them? Shorter than them? 

About the same size as them? Can they measure their heights using blocks? 

 

Footprints – Provide each child with a paper ’footprint’ can they find items which are longer than their 

foot, shorter, about the same size? Make paper footprints of everyone in the house. Can they order 

them by size by making direct comparisons? Measure around the garden in foot prints. 

 

Sunflowers – Maybe plant some sunflower seeds and measure the height using cubes as they grow. 

 

Construction 

• If possible build a tower the same height as themselves. How tall is the tallest tower they can 

build? Can they build a short tower? Can they build different sized beds for toys? 

• Can the children construct bridges for cars. They will need to consider how long, how wide 

and how high they want their bridges to be and select which blocks to use.  

 

Racing Cars - Who can push their car the furthest? How will they measure this? 

(Measuring with a ruler or using 

standard units of measurement is not a 

requirement at this age however you 

may wish to discuss this with your child.) 

 



 

Maths – Have a variety of pieces of ribbon, lace, string. Ask the children to make direct comparisons 

with a given length (e.g. a piece of ribbon taped to the table) and sort the lengths into the same as, 

longer than and shorter than the given length. They could also line the lengths up in order from 

longest to shortest.  

 

Dough – Encourage the children to use mathematical language relating to length as they play. Can 

you make a long snake? A short snake? A thick snake? A thin snake? Show me the longest snake you 

can make. How many blocks long is your snake? 

 

Nature walk -  Take the children for a walk around the park and focus on examples of height and 

length. For example, compare two trees and ask the children to identify the shorter/taller, or look at 

three leaves to find the shortest and the longest of the three. Ask the children to collect particular 

items, such as a twig and a leaf, which can be used for comparison and sorting activities once back 

home. However be aware that due to differences in scale, photos can make it difficult when making 

comparisons based on size. 

 

Outdoor activities – How far can you throw? Throwing a ball into a basket. Change the distance the 

basket is from the throwing line. Change the size of the ball or object to throw. 

 

Stories and Rhymes –  

Titch – Pat Hutchins 

Tall – Jez Alborough 

Where’s My Teddy – Jez Alborough 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
 

Sheets to support learning  
1 MATHS – Bigger and smaller 

2 MATHS – Sizes 

3 MATHS – Home learning challenges 

4 MATHS – Ordering caterpillar lengths 

5 MATHS – Beanstalk height Leaf length 

6 MATHS – A4 poster Let’s talk about height, length and distance – for parent/carer discussion 

7 MATHS – Measuring penguins with cubes 

 

 

 

WATCH –  

Bear cartoon song for kids 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KkYpIdbtwU 

 

  

 
 

*Check out Youtube for some fun songs for 

measuring 

‘’Big, bigger, biggest’  from Learning Time 

fun 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KkYpIdbtwU

