
Year 4 English 

Week Commencing 18th May 

This week we are going to write some instructions.  This is something you 

have done before in Year 3 and Year 2, but we need to make our 

instructions even more detailed now that we are in Year 4! 

 

Monday 18th May 

Instructions tell us how to do something.  There are many different types of 

instructions – can you think of any examples?   

Regardless of their purpose, instructions share many of the same features:  

 Introduction to set the scene 

 Rhetorical questions to engage the reader  

 A list of things the reader will need 

 Colon to introduce a list  

 An outline of the method in chronological order 

 Imperative verbs (you might know these as ‘bossy’ verbs) 

 Some short, simple sentences 

 

Have a read through the text ‘How to Keep a Teacher Happy’ and see how many of these features you can 

spot.  You might like to colour-code the features and then spot examples in the text.  

 

Tuesday 19th May 

A quick question to get you thinking today: What is a verb?  

Complete the worksheet ‘Imperative Verbs.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdlpng.com%2Fpng%2F6621856&psig=AOvVaw13XpIgwqZdYjwzfRiMtbX6&ust=1589365122334000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiHptmMrukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Wednesday 20th May 

Most instructions include time adverbials to tell the 

reader WHEN they should do something, and indicate a 

transition of time.  These come at the beginning of the 

sentence. 

Have a go at re-writing the section below to include 

some time adverbials.  You might wish to improve the 

imperative verbs as well, or add in some extra 

information. 

 

1.  Wait until the teacher is out of the room.  

2. Place an apple upon her desk. 

3. Place beside it a note on which you have written, ‘To the best teacher in the world.’ 

4. Sit back and wait for the desired effect to take place. 

 

 

 

Thursday 21st May 

If words like ‘then’ or ‘while’ are 

used to link two sentences 

together they are called time 

conjunctions.  Have a look at 

the sentences about Tom and 

his Mum, and try to link the two 

parts of each sentence 

together.  When you have 

finished, colour in the time 

conjunctions e.g. before, after.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theschoolrun.com%2Fwhat-are-time-connectives&psig=AOvVaw2b37Fl46SCW2i79_119c2H&ust=1589362773811000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjusu-DrukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Thursday 21st May 

Today I would like to look at the section that starts ‘Five more simple things that you can do.’  Please write 

your own list of 5 things that you could do to keep your teacher happy!  Remember to use imperative 

verbs, fairy short sentences and clear language.  Read back through your list, checking you have used 

interesting vocabulary and accurate punctuation.  

 

Friday 22nd May 

We are going to start writing a plan today for our own piece of instruction writing.  I would like you to 

choose a person or an animal that you would like to write about.  For example,  

How to keep your cat happy 

How to keep your Headteacher happy 

How to keep your baby sister happy 

How to keep your pet dragon happy 

We are going to follow the structure of our model text to help us plan our piece of writing.  I would like you 

to write down your own ideas in the blank column at the end.  Remember this is our plan so writing in 

simple note form is fine for now. 

 

TITLE:   

Introduction 
 

Introduce the problem 
Can you think of any 
rhetorical questions you 
could ask the reader? 

 

What you need This includes a list of things 
you need to keep your 
subject happy – it could be 
one thing like the apple, or 
it could be a number of 
things. 

 

What to do How you are going to use 
your object(s) to fix the 
problem, steps written in 
chronological order. 

 

Five more simple things 
you can do 

Brainstorm some other 
simple things you can do to 
keep your subject happy. 

 

Other useful tips Do you have any other ideas 
or tips you could offer to 
your reader?  

 

 



Spellings 

 

 

Guided Reading 

Our last text for Year 4 is ‘The Firework Makers Daughter’ by Phillip 

Pullman.  This is an exciting read full of adventure! 

Have a look at the website below to read the first chapter: 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/children/2018/oct/the-firework-

makers-daughter-by-philip-pullman-extract.html 

 

 

 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/children/2018/oct/the-firework-makers-daughter-by-philip-pullman-extract.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/children/2018/oct/the-firework-makers-daughter-by-philip-pullman-extract.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/307723/the-firework-maker-s-daughter/9780241326336.html

