
English Year 5 

Week beginning 04.05.20 

Friday marks the 75th anniversary of VE day so this week we are going to be learning and doing some writing about it.  

Monday: 

We are going to start the week off by finding out a bit about VE day using the document ‘Comprehension VE day’. 

Read the text through first, then read a question and find the answer or evidence for the answer in the text before 

writing it down. I have included the answers so that you can mark yourself and can understand where you could 

have gained more marks. 

Tuesday: 

Yesterday’s work should have given you a basic understanding of VE day so today we are going to build on that by 

researching it. Start by watching this video about VE day and making notes. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749  

You might want to go back to yesterday’s comprehension task and extract any information you think is useful. Then 

look in any books you might have or on the internet to find out as much information as you can about VE day. This 

website is a good place to start: https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/world-war-ii/ve-day/   Make sure you keep 

all your notes safe as you will need them tomorrow.  

Wednesday: 

Today we are going to use all the information you gathered yesterday to create a double page spread. This is done 

across two pieces of A4 paper (you could tape two pages together or do it across two pages in a book) and it is a mix 

of drawings and facts under sub headings or some people prefer to do it as a timeline. Here are some examples: 

  

Today I would like you to plan and start your double page spread about VE day. It should be your neatest and best 

work so you might want to write your paragraphs out somewhere first to make sure it is exactly how you want it 

before copying it on to your double page spread. You need to make sure there is room for images (these could be 

drawn, printed or a mixture of both).  

Thursday: 

I would like you to finish off your double page spread today. Make sure it is written to a high standard and the 

images are bright and interesting to catch the attention of your reader. I would love to see some of them.  

Friday: 

Happy 75th VE day anniversary! To help celebrate today I would like you to write a diary entry as if you were 

somebody who is hearing the news about the end of WW2 and what they felt like. You could choose to be a solider, 

a shopkeeper, a child, it doesn’t matter who but I would like you to imagine what it felt like and what was happening 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/world-war-ii/ve-day/


around you. You can use a real life example from someone you might have heard discussing this on the news, 

somebody you know who was alive then or you could make it up. My nan was nine years old and went to the top of 

the church, in the village she lived in, to the bell tower. The bell ringers were ringing the bells and she said the sound 

was so beautiful but so loud she could feel the vibrations all through her body. She said everybody was smiling and 

laughing. Feel free to use her example if you are really stuck. Your entry should be roughly a page long depending on 

the size of your writing. Think about what you could see, hear, smell, taste and feel. It would be a good idea to do a 

rough plan before you begin writing properly. Here is an idea of how to start it off if you are stuck.  

           8th May 1945 

Wow! What a day… I can hardly believe it but the war is over! 

You might like to share your work with someone once you have finished.  

Spellings: 

This week we are looking at adverbials of time.  

1. yesterday 

2. tomorrow 

3. later 

4. immediately 

5. earlier 

6. eventually 

7. recently 

8. previously 

9. finally 

10. lately 

You must learn these words during the week and have test on them next Monday. You must make sure you 

understand what they mean. To help you learn them you could: rainbow write, pyramid write, play hangman, write 

in silly sentences or correctly write down two of the words as many times as you can in one minute. Good luck! 

Guided reading: 

Read the fifth chapter of Fireweed.  

Remember to discuss the story with someone if you can, and look up any words that are unfamiliar or new.  

This book is set during WW2 so you might like to magpie some of the characters experiences and feelings to help you 

with your diary entry.  

 


