
MATHS NOTES FOR PARENTS 1st June Week 1 

Hello, 

 I hope you were able to have a bit of a rest over half term. Number patterns are really interesting 

aren’t they and I hope you had fun with doubling. Now this week we are looking at halving.  

Good luck,   

Mrs Eyre 

Numerical patterns - Halving and Sharing 

Vocabulary -  number, zero, one, two, three, four, … ten, … twenty, whole, double, half, halving, the 

same/equal, fraction, divide, share, fair, , same again, altogether, add 

Guidance – The children will halve quantities by sharing items into 2 equal groups. The children will 

probably already have some experience of sharing and will be quick to point out when groups are not 

shared fairly. This distinction between fair and unfair sharing can be used to emphasise the idea of half 

as being one of 2 equal parts. 

Once children can confidently halve small quantities, they can explore sharing between 3 or 4 people. 

They will notice that sometimes there are items left over and may come up with their own suggestions 

for how to resolve this. 

 

**Introduce the idea that doubling is the opposite of halving. Talk to children about how they can use 

their knowledge of doubles to help them halve numbers, for example, if they know that double 3 is 

6, then half of 6 is 3. 

 

Overcoming Barriers 

• Children may know that half represents part of a whole, but they might find it difficult understanding 

that a half is one of two equal parts, for example, when halving they may create two unequal groups, 

or split an object unequally. Provide plenty of practical examples, emphasising that the two parts 

must be equal. 

 

 

Exploring halves – Show the children a bowl of strawberries (anything). Explain that you are going to 

share them into 2 equal groups so there will be half for you and half for someone else.  Put a handful 

straight onto each plate without counting – make sure that one plate has much more strawberries 

than the other. Ask the children if that is fair. Prompt them to show you how to share the strawberries 

fairly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Snacks - Provide opportunities for the children to share things into equal groups e.g. grapes, raisins, a 

handful of crackers. Progress from halving to sharing equally between 3 or 4 people. 

 

Games – Provide opportunities for the children to share quantities into groups fairly. E.g. sharing out 

the cards or dominoes at the start of a game. Prompt the children to notice that sometimes they can 

make equal groups and sometimes they have items left over. 

 

Sorting – Have some pictures that show equal groups and unequal groups. Ask the children to discuss 

and sort the pictures. The children might also like to make their own examples of equal and unequal 

groups to sort. 

 

Teddy bear picnic - Provide 2 teddy bears, 2 plates and small even quantities of objects. Ask the 

children to share out the loose objects fairly so that each teddy gets the same. What will happen if 

another teddy joins the picnic? 

 

 



 

Cake cutting – ‘I had a whole cake. We cut it in half. How many halves did we have? …There were two 

halves. Two halves make one whole.’   Cutting up any food items provide good opportunites. 

 

 

WATCH –  

Give Me Half! by Stuart J. Murphy (Youtube story) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVaxiJB6Fls 
 

1 MATHS  – What is half? Halving activity cut-outs 

2 MATHS – Halving toys Maths Mastery 

3 MATHS – Bees in the Garden 

4 MATHS – Ladybird Halving to 10 

5 MATHS - Doubles & Halves Dominoes 

6 MATHS – Sharing shells 

 

Jungle Maths: Halves up to 10 from Twinkl 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go/resource/T-GO-05-halves-up-to-10 

 

  
 
 

N.B. Please continue to emphasise 

that the ‘1’ digit in numbers 

12 – 19 is one ten. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVaxiJB6Fls
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go/resource/T-GO-05-halves-up-to-10

