
 

WEEK STARTING  

20th April 

 

 

This week we are going to use our warning story, ‘The Canal,’ as a model for us to have a go at writing our 

own.  However, first we have to plan our piece of writing carefully.  Be creative       

 

 

Monday 20th April 

Have a look at the table below – it shows you the general pattern of a warning story.  Now have a look at 

‘The Canal’ and box up the story so that the events fit with this pattern. 

 

Warning Story Pattern 
 
 

‘The Canal’ 

Opening – characters are warned not to do 
something. 
 

 

Build up – they ignore this warning and do it anyway. 
 

 

Problem – something goes wrong and a character 
gets into trouble. 
 

 

Resolution – the character is saved.  

Ending – the characters learn a lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 21st April 

Using our plan from yesterday, we are now going to add another column to our table for our own story 

plan!  I will put some ideas into the boxes to help you brainstorm, but try to be as creative as you can while 

keeping the story realistic. 

Warning Story Pattern 
 
 

My Warning Story 

Opening – characters are warned not to do 
something. 
 

Who are your main characters?  Who is warning them 
not to do something?  Where do they want to go and 
play e.g. building site; quarry; abandoned house; 
empty swimming pool. 
 

Build up – they ignore this warning and do it anyway. 
 

Does one character have to convince the other?  Why 
do they decide to ignore the warning? What do the 
characters start doing when they arrive?  

Problem – something goes wrong and a character 
gets into trouble. 
 

What are the characters doing when disaster strikes? 
E.g. climbing something; crawling underneath 
something; walking across a beam; climbing through 
a smashed window. 
 
What happens to your character? E.g. injured, falls, 
slips, disappears from view… 
 

Resolution – the character is saved. What does the main character do to save his/her 
friend?  

Ending – the characters learn a lesson. What happens at the end?  Do the characters go 
home?  Have they learnt their lesson?  

 

Wednesday 22nd April 

Today we are going to have a go at writing the first part of our story, closely following the pattern of ‘The 

Canal’ and using our plan to guide the pattern of the story.  Below are the two paragraphs we will be 

focusing on, and the parts of our plan that match up to the text. Try to use some direct speech to start your 

story! 

OPENING 

“Now, I do not want you two boys playing by the old canal.  You know it’s dangerous,” said Mrs 

Mack, plunging her hands into the washing up bowl.  Tom and Tiree nodded as if they understood.  

BUILD UP 

Ten minutes later they had reached the canal.  Cautiously, the two boys peered in.  The water was 

still, black and deep.  Although it looked dangerous, Tom grinned at his brother.  He reached out and 

grabbed the swing that was dangling from an overhanging branch and leapt out across the canal.  

He swung backwards and forwards, whopping like a siren. Although Tiree was laughing, inside his 

heart was thudding.  He knew that he would have to swing across the canal next. 



 

 

Thursday 23rd April 

We are moving on now to the middle of our story when disaster strikes!  I would like you to write your own 

version of the paragraph below, using your plan to guide you.   

PROBLEM 

“Are you scared, Tiree?” mocked Tom, staring at him.  Tiree did not want Tom to think he was a 

coward, so he ran back, leapt out and sailed across the canal, his feet skimming the water.  But 

halfway across, the rope snapped!  Tiree crashed into the water.  Tom gasped because he knew that 

Tiree could not swim.   

 

Friday 24th April 

Today we will finish writing our own version of the story – keep going and remember to be creative with 

your language choices!  How does your character feel when he/she is rescuing their friend?  

 

RESOLUTION 

Desperately, Tom dived in.  At first he could see nothing - just darkness and a tangle of weeds.  Then 

he saw red! Tiree’s hoodie. Frantically, Tom grabbed an arm and pulled his brother to safety.  Tiree 

lay on the bank gasping and wheezing like an old man.  

ENDING 

Twenty minutes later the boys were stood in Mrs Mack’s kitchen.  They had to explain what 

happened, and Mrs Mack grounded them for a week!  After all, she had warned them often enough.  

The canal is dangerous.  They had been lucky.   

 

Spellings 

Your spellings for this week are: 

 

length 

strength 

different 

difficult 

separate 

knowledge 

history 

therefore 

purpose 

suppose 

Guided Reading 

Read Chapter 16 of Charlotte’s Web. 

Remember to discuss the story with someone if you can, 

 and look up any words that are unfamiliar or new. 


