
English Year 5 

Week beginning 27.04.20 

This week we will be looking at some poetry and focusing on noun phrases and commas. At the end of each day, I 

have put some ideas about things you might want to do; these are optional but could be a nice way to spend your 

time if you’re enjoying the day’s activity.  

Monday: 

Today we are going to be reading, reflecting and learning to perform a poem. First read the poem ‘I am writer by Jo 

Coelho’ in your head then read it out loud. What rhythms and patterns can you hear when you read it aloud? Choose 

your favourite three images from the poem. Why do you like these images in particular? Read the Reflection 

Prompts and think about your answers for each. Then write a reflection on the poem, by writing some of your 

answers as sentences. Now you will need to use your thoughts on the poem to help you perform it. First, watch the 

poet Joseph Coelho talk about how to perform a poem.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-

ks2-understandingpoetry/zdwxbdm  This is really brilliant – you may want to watch it more than once!  Make notes 

about Joseph Coelho’s tips and practise a performance of ‘I am a writer’.  

You might want to share your performance with someone else. Could they film it and send it somebody? Watch 

Joseph Coelho perform the poem. What do you notice in particular about the way that he performs it? 

https://vimeo.com/129644553 

Tuesday: 

Read the poem ‘Golden Time’; it is another poem by Joseph Coelho. Read it in your head first and then read it out 

loud. Use the ‘Reflection Prompts’ to help you think about the poem. Read the questions and think about your 

answers to each one. Revise Noun Phrases using the ‘Revision notes – using noun phrases’ to help to remind you. 

Read the poem, ‘Red Ruby Rings’. Complete the ‘Expanded Noun Phrases’ sheet, spotting and writing how nouns in 

the poem have been expanded. Prepare a performance of one of the poems. Read ‘Preparing to Perform’ to help 

remind you and you could watch the videos we looked at yesterday again. Can you learn any lines off-by-heart?   

You might like to share your performance with somebody else or make illustrations for your five, favourite noun-

phrases from the poems.    

Wednesday:  

Today we are going to use expanded noun phrases and Joseph Coelho’s advice to plan and write own descriptive 

poem. Think of a place that you love to be. It can be indoors or outdoors. Write it in the middle of a sheet of paper. 

Try to think of six or more things that this place is for you. Why is it special? Here is an example: 

  
Write each of your images as a descriptive expanded noun phrase. Now watch a video of Joseph Coelho explaining 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understandingpoetry/zdwxbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-understandingpoetry/zdwxbdm
https://vimeo.com/129644553


about playing with words. Make notes about some of his ideas. They will be useful to you when you are writing your 

poem.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-poetryplaying-with-words/zmxf8xs   

Now for some writing: follow the stages on Developing a Poem (below). When you have a poem, write it out 

carefully. 

Developing a Poem: 1. Read all of your special place ideas. 2. Look for ways to improve your expanded noun phrases 

(think poetry techniques: alliteration, onomatopoeia, powerful adjectives, verbs and adverbs). 3. Look for words that 

are not working hard enough – replace, remove or combine. 4. Choose the best 5-6 images and number them – think 

about impact: keep a surprise for the last stanza. 5. Write your poem using the structure of Golden Time.  

Thursday: 

Today we are going to revise use of commas to separate clauses; practise adding these in to sentences by looking at a 

report about School Uniform and identify arguments for/against. Read the ‘Newspaper Article- Pupils Protest Over 

New Uniform Rules’ and write notes about the article, to answer the questions Who, When, Where, What and Why. 

Revise commas using the ‘Revision Card - Commas separating clauses or phrase’ to remind you.  Complete ‘For and 

Against School Uniform’, practising using commas to separate phrase or clauses. Read the ‘Writing Brief’ and try 

writing two paragraphs: one to argue for school uniform and one to argue against it.  

You might like to research the different school uniforms of schools in your area (Primary and Secondary). Which have 

the biggest differences? Which do you think is best? Why?  Watch this about the top ten strangest school uniforms: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t6_CaeN2OQ   

 

Friday: 

 

Today we are going to build on yesterday’s work and revise use of commas in lists and create our own school uniform 

and describe it’s different parts using commas correctly. Read about the three different school uniforms in ‘Uniform 

Examples’. Which of these uniforms would you prefer to wear? Why? Revise commas in lists using the ‘Revision Card – 

Commas in a list’ to remind you. Complete ‘Commas in Lists’ worksheet, practising separating items using commas.  

Next, imagine that you have been asked to design a uniform or dress code for your school. Write information for 

parents and children about your uniform/clothing guidelines.  

 • First use sentences with commas in lists to describe what is in the uniform or what your guidelines are.   

• Then write three points arguing that your uniform/clothing guidelines are a good idea.   

• Write sentences that include extra clauses or phrases for your argument.   

• You might add an adverbial at the beginning of your sentence.  

• You might embed a phrase or clause with extra information within your sentence.  

• Remember to use commas to keep the meaning clear. 

When you have finished, share your writing with a grown-up.  

You might like to draw the school uniform that you have designed and watch this presentation about using commas to 

clarify meaning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjv5Vp7tHsU    

 

Spellings: 

This week we are continuing to look at words containing the letter sting ‘ough’.  

1. plough 

2. bough 

3. drought 

4. brought 

5. bought 

6. wrought 

7. thought 

8. ought 

9. borough 

10. thorough 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-poetryplaying-with-words/zmxf8xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t6_CaeN2OQ%20%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjv5Vp7tHsU%20%20%20


You must learn these words during the week and have test on them next Monday. You must make sure you 

understand what they mean. To help you learn them you could: rainbow write, pyramid write, play hangman, write 

in silly sentences or correctly write down two of the words as many times as you can in one minute. Good luck! 

 

Guided reading: 

Read the forth chapter of Fireweed.  

Remember to discuss the story with someone if you can, and look up any words that are unfamiliar or new.  

If you would like to have a think about the two main characters. Consider what you have found out about them, 

what you would like to find out and what you think will happen to them. How would you act if you were them?  


