
English Year 5 

Week beginning 20.04.20 

I hope you all had lots of fun and chocolate over the last two weeks. I know I did! 

Monday: 

Complete the comprehension on page 6 of your comprehension books called ‘Why Recycle?’.  First read the text 

carefully, then read the question and go back and find the answer or evidence for your answer in the text. Look at 

how many marks each question is worth to help you know how detailed your answer should be. Read the question 

carefully. Can you think of two more questions you could ask a family member? Don’t go easy on them. Make your 

question worth at least two marks and make it as specific as you can. Extension: Can you up level and improve the 

author’s work? 

Tuesday: 

Today we are going to have a look at modal verbs. Modal verbs are a special type of verb that impact other verbs in a 
sentence. Words such as: can/could, may/might, will/would, shall/should and must are modal verbs. 
They can be used to show: 
- possibility (for example might, should) 
- ability (for example can, could) 
- obligation (for example must, have to) 
- give permission (for example can, may). 
Look through the ‘Modal verb powerpoint’ to find out more about modal verbs then complete the ‘Modal verbs 
work sheet’. See if you can listen/look out for modal verbs in books, on the telly and with people you talk to. It will 
be a great way for you to understand their use and should help you to feel more confident about using them (see 
what I did there?).  

Wednesday:  

Over the next three days we are going to write a set of instructions entitled ‘How to survive lockdown’ making sure 

you use modal verbs to express degrees of certainty. Today I would like you to plan your instructions so you can 

write about and remember all the strange, crazy, boring, weird things you have been doing in this peculiar time. 

Think about: things that you have been able to do, things you haven’t been able to, things you have eaten, people 

you have spoken to, technology, clothes, hair, skills you have learnt etc. You must have a title, an introduction, 

subheadings and a final note of warning (I would say something here about my step dad who tried to use his beard 

trimmer to give himself a haircut and ended up with a bald patch!). Below is a list of features that you should try to 

get in to your instructions if they are appropriate.  

You must include: 
modal verbs, a formal tone, cohesion between and within each section, subheadings, bullet points, rhetorical 
questions, expanded noun phrases, powerful language, short sentences, commas in a list with a colon to 
introduce it, a variety of different sentence starters and relative clauses.  

You could include:  
fronted adverbials, embedded clauses, relative clauses (who, which, where, when, whose, that or with), commas 
to make meaning clear and  a variety of difference sentence types (short, compound, complex, simple, 
exclamation, question, command). 

You might like to challenge yourself to include: 
use a word you haven’t used before that you have come across recently, hyphens between two words to make 
the meaning more clear, a quotation from an expert or family member using correct punctuation explaining or 
adding to one of your points and use brackets to add in extra information (this is called parenthesis and can be 
used with dashes or commas too).  

 

You can look at the ‘Example – How to look after a pet Hippogriff’ set of instructions that we created together earlier 

in the year to help remind you what instructions look like.  

 



Thursday: 

Use the plan you created yesterday to write your ‘How to survive lockdown’ instructions. Today is about getting all 

the information down and letting all your ideas out. You might want to quickly proof read (read back though your 

work and correct any silly mistakes) each section after you’ve written it; this should only take a couple of minutes 

per section.  

Friday: 

Happy Friday! Today you are going to edit and improve your instructions. Spend ten to fifteen minutes doing each of 

the following: 

1 – Re read your work through and correct any silly mistakes you spot (spelling, punctuation, sense or tense). You 

might want to wiggly underline any spellings you aren’t sure about so you look them up later.  

2 – Go through and try to spot the features in the blue table above. Remember you must have at least one example 

of every feature in the ‘you must include’ section, if you don’t then add it in.  

3 – Go through and correct any spellings.  

4 –Read though your work again and see if you can improve of up level any word, phrases, sentences or punctuation 

you have used.  

Once you have finished and you are happy with your piece of work, you might like to send it to friends, family or Mr 

Gallagher (he can send it on to me) so you can share with people what crazy things you have been up to in this 

strange time. You might want to keep it somewhere safe so that in years to come you can look back and remember 

some of the things you did. 

 

Spellings: 

This week we are looking at words containing the letter string ‘ough’.  

1. though 

2. although 

3. dough 

4. doughnut 

5. through 

6. cough 

7. trough 

8. rough 

9. tough 

10. enough 

You must learn these words during the week and have test on them next Monday. You must make sure you 

understand what they mean. To help you learn them you could: rainbow write, pyramid write, play hangman, write 

in silly sentences or correctly write down two of the words as many times as you can in one minute. Good luck! 

Guided reading: 

Read the third chapter of Fireweed.  

Remember to discuss the story with someone if you can, and look up any words that are unfamiliar or new.  

If you would like to you could do some research on St Paul’s cathedral. It’s a beautiful building. Have any of you ever 

been?   


