
 

Monday 

Read the opening of the ‘Santa Claus’ text. How is this an effective example of a 

biographical text? Look at features from the ‘features of a biography’ mat.  

Think about your first two paragraphs; you need to focus on introducing the importance of 

your significant figure and the events in the early years of their life.   

Independently write your first two paragraphs.  Refer back to your boxed up plan and 

research material.  Verbally rehearse a sentence at a time before writing.  (If you are 

enjoying your writing, you could even write the whole piece today and edit tomorrow.)  

Edit your text for any obvious spelling and punctuation errors. (Maybe ask an adult to help?)  

Remember you need to use the past tense and third person pronouns.  

 

Tuesday 

 

Re-read the complete ‘Santa Claus’ text. What makes it an effective example of a 

biographical text?  Focus on interest level for your reader. Do sub-headings help in a 

biographical text? Think about trying to include a higher level of interesting vocabulary using 

relative clauses with appropriate extended punctuation. Think about starting and linking 

sentences with adverbials or conjunctions to ensure cohesion. 

Complete your biographical text, focussing on key events and important achievements in the 
figure’s life.  
 
Year 6 writing check – Check against the following toolkit, edit and improve!!  

Have you included relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose? (Find 

and underline.)  

Which choice of extended punctuation did you use? (Brackets, dashes, commas, colons, 

semi-colons, ellipses)  

Have you been able to create a sense of cohesion throughout the text? (Adverbials for 

cohesion e.g. accordingly, consequently, therefore, hence, ellipses, repetition and / or time 

conjunctions to link sentences and paragraphs.)  

Does the conclusion focus on what your figure is doing now / plans for the future / how they 

will be remembered? (Present / future tense may be needed.) 

You may want to ask an adult or sibling to read it through and help you edit.  

Wednesday 

Read ‘Roald Dahl’ biography. Look at the annotations and what is effective (or not) about 

this particular biography.  Compare with the biography of Mae Jemison – have we ever 

heard of her? How does the author, therefore, convince us that she is a significant / 

important person to read about?  



Choose a second, unusual, contrasting figure for your next biographical text e.g. someone 

who is famous or notorious for negative reasons, someone so unusual that other people may 

not already know them.  

Use laptops and non-fiction books to make factual notes on the subject / personality who you 

will write about next. What key information is important? Why is this a person of interest and 

how can this be shown in your biography? Focus on having a strong factual base so you can 

convince their reader of their importance. (Make sure you use legitimate and safe websites.)  

Thursday 

To create a boxed up plan for your next biographical text. Turn your research information 
into a successful boxed up plan. Remember the toolkit and key elements which need to be 
included as well as the important factual information about your person which you 
discovered yesterday.   

 
Think about the use of modal verbs – could, can, must, may, might, will, would, should – 
where can we include these into our biographical texts? Include on plan.  
 
Also look at opportunities to include the past progressive - …. were making …. was creating 
etc.  
 
Think about the overall structure for your writing and possible sub-headings for each 

paragraph.  

If possible, verbally rehearse your plan with a parent or sibling so you are sure of each 

section of their plan and its content in detail. 

Friday 

Reading comprehension from Year 6 workbook: ‘White Fang.’ Complete as you would 

normally. (See mark scheme attached to mark afterwards – no peeping!) 

Spellings – test yourself on this week’s spelling words.  

Year six statutory spellings:  

foreign  language apparent sufficient appreciate 

determined persuade explanation individual pronunciation 

Beginning – Introduction  Who is this person? Why are they important / influential?  

First chronological 

paragraph 

Early years / childhood 

Second chronological 

paragraph 

Reason they became important, key moments / achievements 

in their life.  

Third chronological 

paragraph 

Further information about their achievements, influences, 

personality, feelings, quotes.  

End – Conclusion What are they doing now / how they will be remembered.  



 


