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Unit SSM1 Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘f lat’ 2-D shapes, and mathematical terms to describe shapes
Parent Sheet SSM1

• Match some 2-D and 3-D shapes

Matching shape s

Your child has been looking at solid and fl at shapes, and is becoming 
familiar with their mathematical names. They are learning how to 
recognise and match shapes to shapes they see in the environment. For 
example, a food tin might be a cylinder. They have been looking at the 
faces of solid shapes to identify fl at shapes. For example, a clock face 
can be a circle and a window may be a rectangle.
Encourage your child to notice everyday shapes around them, and help 
them to recognise the features these have. Encourage them to describe 
the shapes, using words such as ‘round’, straight’, ‘curved’, ‘big’, ‘small’, 
‘pointed’, ‘corner’, ‘edge’, ‘sides’ and ‘fl at’.

The focus of this activity is fi nding 
similarities between shapes. Encourage 
your child to look at the shapes of 
everyday objects at home. For example, 
pointing to a book, explain that the cover 
is a rectangular shape. Can they fi nd any 
other objects that have this shape?
Talk about the features of different objects: 
how big or small they are, their texture, the 
number of sides they have, whether the 
sides are curved or straight. Remember 
that at this stage your child may not be 
familiar with the names of all of the 
shapes.
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What to do 

What to do 

You wil l need: 
• glue
• scissors
• coloured pencils/

crayons/felt-tip pens
• coloured paper
• everyday objects 

suitable for drawing 
around, e.g. tins, 
cereal boxes

Help your child to cut the pictures from the bottom 
of Homework SSM1. 
Look at the four solid shapes at the top of the page 
together. The fi rst is a sphere. Ask your child to talk 
about the shape: if they are not sure of the name, tell 
them. Explain that it is a solid shape and it is called a 
sphere.
Ask them to look at the set of pictures they have cut 
out, and fi nd an object there that is also a sphere (ball). 
They glue this picture next to the circle on the sheet.
Repeat for the rest of the solid shapes.
Look at the four fl at shapes. Ask your child to look at 
the remaining pictures. Can they identify any of the fl at 
shapes in these objects? Glue each picture next to the 
corresponding fl at shape.

What to do 

Use this box to record any observations, comments or questions for your child’s teacher.
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Make a shape collage. Ask your child to draw around items that you have at home, e.g. the lid of a jar, 
a cereal box, a book. They draw on the coloured sheets of paper and then cut out the shapes, sticking 
them randomly onto another sheet of paper.
Talk about their collage. Can they identify the objects from their shapes? Can they see any circles or triangles?

2-D Flat shapes 3-D Solid shapes

 circle square rectangle triangle sphere cube cylinder cone 

Homework Guide SSM Final.indd   82Homework Guide SSM Final.indd   82 21/04/2015   16:1221/04/2015   16:12




